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From The Director

October in 1998 so much has happened in and to our country. At 

straight couples, prepared the country to take a huge step forward in 
climate change, assured that millions of Americans who previously 

above. We have also seen a tremendous rise in hate crimes 
emboldened by a President who has bolstered whole swaths of the 

1998 there had been no Columbine, Sandy Hook, Orlando or Las Vegas 

violence and hate this country would spew and the speed with which 

community’s response to Shepard’s murder as a microcosm of larger 

violence being visited on people who are seen as “other.” But we need 
to try to look at the story of Laramie through the lens of where we 

From The Director (continued)

just as true as we look at the state of our country today. We are all 
responsible. We are all culpable and we need to own that. We were, 

— Johanna Pinzler, Director

Special Thanks
Connie Sinnaeve, New York Film Academy’s Musical Theatre Conservatory, 

Marzano, Pete Romain, Richard Formosa, Cherilynn Lopez, Randall Smith, 



From the Dramaturg

you say it right. You need to do your best to say it correct.”

my dramaturgical approach to 

approached fellow members of the Tectonic Theater Project with the 
idea to go to Laramie, Wyoming and conduct interviews. The media 
had swarmed the area and Kaufman was concerned with how the 

heal from this tragedy. From this idea,  was born.

own biases about these characters and understand the reasoning 

how their personal truths were constructed by the lives they lived. 
Doing so means acknowledging the judgments we all place on those 

of Laramie. Each detail we learned humanized these characters, 
making it harder for us to pigeon-hole them with our prejudices. As 

these people were when seen through the eyes of Tectonic and of who 

piece of history that feels all too relevant and we do so knowing that 
we have done our best to “say it correct.”
    —Aimee Caron, Dramaturg

Timeline

of many. While our society has witnessed many advancements with 

and faced delays or reversals. Even Wyoming, the state in which 

it upon ourselves to learn this history and embed into our culture a 

1992:

1993: The Department of Defense issues the “Don’t Ask Don’t Tell” 
policy.
1996: , the United States Supreme 
Court rules that Colorado’s second amendment, which denies gays 

President Clinton signs the Defense of Marriage Act (DOMA) into law, 

1999:

married couples.
2000:
2004:

2006:

2008:
California, is passed into law. 



2009:

2010: The “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” policy is repealed following a U.S. 
Senate vote; gays and lesbians can now serve openly in the U.S. Armed 
Forces.
2011:

2013: The United States Supreme Court rules that the key parts of 

being resumed in that state.
2015: Secretary of Defense Ash Carter announces that the Military 

military members. Supreme Court rules that states cannot ban same-

2016:
Nightclub in Orlando, Florida. Secretary of Defense Carter announces 

openly in the US military. Kate Brown is sworn in as governor of 

United States. 
2017:

transgendered individuals to enlist in the United States military.  

Timeline (continued)
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